An outbreak of Plasmodium vivax malaria among heroin users in Spain.
We report the first outbreak of induced malaria among heroin users in Spain, and the first one caused by Plasmodium vivax in Europe. Five drug addicts from Madrid, who had never travelled to endemic areas, were admitted to hospital with fever and splenomegaly. Four had P. vivax malaria with low parasitaemia, ranging from 1 to 3% red blood cells. The fifth case was considered a "seropositive contact" because he had fever and positive malaria indirect fluorescent antibody test but negative blood smear. The source of infection was a young drug addict, who had often travelled to Equatorial Guinea. Another heroin user with a diagnosis of malaria refused to be admitted to our hospital for further study. All had shared contaminated injection equipment. Treatment with chloroquine was effective and none had recrudescence of malaria during a mean follow-up of six months. Drug addicts with unexplained fever may have been infected by malaria transmitted by sharing injections.